Morphine may not produce true catalepsy.
Though catalepsy is one of the primary features classically associated with morphine injections in animals, several investigators have suggested that morphine may not produce true catalepsy. A study was therefore undertaken using the most widely accepted tests of catalepsy to determine whether a dose related catalepsy could be obtained in rats. The effect produced by morphine was then compared with the catalepsy elicited by subthreshold to suprathreshold doses of haloperidol. In the course of catalepsy assessment, it was found that half the tests employed could not distinguish between the several doses of morphine that were administered. Moreover, the cataleptoid behavior induced by morphine failed to satisfy nearly all of the criteria most widely used for catalepsy. This is in marked contrast to the results obtained with varying doses of haloperidol. These results are compatible with the suggestion that morphine may not be a true cataleptigenic agent.